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BOGUS HELICOPTER PARTS 


Over the last few years, increasing numbers of bogus 
helicopter spares have been detected, mainly for Bell 47 heli- 
copters. Coincident with this has been the sale onto the civil 
market of surplus light helicopters by the Ministry of Defence. 


Cases have been reported not only of dimensional and finish 
discrepancies, but also of inspection stamps which have been 
forged. The items concerned cover a wide range, and include some 
which may have passed through UK military ownership before 
reaching the civil market. Where the reports include sufficiently 
specific information, this will be included in separate Appen- 
dices to this Notice. 


The CAA has issued specific warnings in some cases where 
it has been possibie positively to identify items as bogus, but it 
is emphasised that the utmost vigilance continues to be necessary. 
Parts obtained as ex-military surplus must be treated with as 
much caution as any other parts, unless the original source is 
known, with complete confidence, to be properly approved. 


Bell 47 parts are an obvious choice for unscrupulous parts 
manufacturers because of the large numbers of such aircraft in 
existence, the consequent long term demand for considerable 
quantities of spares, and the fact that the original manufacturer 
has ceased production of the type. 


Thus, for example, the presence of Westland Helicopters 
Ltd stamps or markings, in addition to any other military or 
civil stamps or markings, on a Bell 47 part should not be taken 
as confirming the validity of the source or the quality of the part 
unless the original source is known and approved. 
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